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"England,  Canada  and 
The  Great  War." 


By 


Lieutrmnt  CftUwcl  L.  G.  Dcxjanlinn,  cr-Mcmhvr 
of  the  House  of  CiniiDioHfi,  Otfawa,  and  of  tiie 
Legislatitc  Asxcmblif,  Qucbce. 

octoiieu  1,  1!»is. 

Press  Reviews  ok  this  Host  I.mpoutaxt  and 
I'atriotk;  Wouk. 


A  new  lK)ok  lias  seldom  been  welcomed  by  the 
Press  aud  the  public  at  large,  in  terms  so  laudatory 
as  the  above  mentioned  volume  lias  been.  It  hats 
receive*!  the  imanimous  high  appreciation  it  cer- 
tainly deserves.  Koth  the  English  and  the  French 
I'ress  have  written  most  favourably  of  the  book 
published  by  Colonel  Desjardins,  strongly  approv- 
ing the  views  therein  enunciated  and  supported  by 
sound  logic,  irrefutable  arguments,  incontrovert- 
ible historic  facts,  a  wide  and  authoritative  knowl- 
edge of  the  true  principles  of  International  and 
Constitutional  Laws,  and  a  very  large  exi)erience 
of  public  and  political  affairs. 

All  those  who  have  read  Colonel  Desjawlins' 
very  important  book  agree  in  eulogizing  his  fe- 
licitous writing  of  the  English  language.  He,  a 
French  Canadian,  wiote  his  volume  of  440  iKiges 


IroMi  llic  lirs.  I,.  111,.  |,is(  w.,i-k.  iilis.,liii,.|y  iiloiie. 
Iliiis  pioviii-  Ii(,u-  ui,|,.  ;iii,|  sound  11  kiiowlclj;,.  Ik- 
lliis  lii;ls(,.|(..l  tllli.ll;.|i  his  Mil.  liiii,.  „r  sll|(lyill^^ 
rcjidiii;;  :iii<l  spciikinii  lli(.  Kiiulisli  hiii,i.|ic.     Ii  is  a 

vi.|y  -(HMJ  <..\;iiii|il(.  wliirli  si Id  I,.,  lolloucd  liolli 

'ly  HmuIIsIi  >|iciikiiii.  Jiid  rrciicli  -.|i(.iikiim  Cjniii- 
iliiliis  uImis(.  (.ilih-aliciiiiii  ll-iiiiiiiiu  alloi-ds  lliciii  the 
riicilily  111'  Icaiiiiii;;  ili(.  on,,  jdloiii  of  Ihcir  i-oiiiili-v 
which  is  mil  ihcii-  molln'r  loiijiiic. 

Th(.  Kdiloiials  ami  {{(.views  ol  soim.  of  lli(. 
Xcwsiiapcis  icsiu'ciinu  ('olon(.|  Desjardiiis"  book 
lollow  ami  will  he  read  with  plcasiin.  and  round 
inlc'ii'siini;:    - 

On  SaliiPday.  Oilolicr  lit,  l!)|s,  ih(.  '-Qiirhrc 
C/iroiiiclr-  imlilislicd  iIk;  roHowin-i'  Kditorial  under 
tlio  title:— 


"A   Patriotic   rKOiirrrio.v." 

'••Inst  alioni  a  y(.ar  ami  when  leclinj;-  in  Ihis 
Province  was  siicli  as  I o  aive  oilier  [larls  of  Canada 
little  reason  lor  (  v|ieclin<i  such  a  tliiii};-,  there  ap- 
jjeared  a  hook  wrltleii  in  tlie  French  lanf>uaf;e  by 
a  French  Canadian,  Lieiil.-Col.  L.  (!.  D,  sjardins. 
which  not  only  warmly  »'.  lended  the  course  taken 
by  Great  lirilaiii  in  ihe  war  and  the  support  which 
had  been  volunteered  by  llu  Feileral  Oovernineiit 
at  Ottawa  but  which  denoiiiiced  .vith  ecpial  warmth 
what  it  considered  the  erroneously  mischievous 
doctrines  of  the  Xationalist  Tarty  of  (Juebec  and 
its  leader  Henri  IJourassa. 


"Whilt.',  iloiii'  iiiiiy  jiidt'e  by  sub.sw|iU'iil  events, 
Lieut. -Col.  J)esjanliiis  wii.s  little  l)ctter  than  a 
voice  enhifi  in  the  wilderness,  at  the  same  time  it 
would  be  a  dangerous  mistake  to  underestiiimte 

the  eventual  intliu'iu-e  exerted  upon  liisc patriots 

by  sin-li  a  conra.ucons  and  loyicaily  aruueij  prodnc- 
tiiMi.  To-day  at  any  rate  the  author  has  Mipple 
mented  his  previous  elVort  by  .1  book  wliich.  al 
though  not  his  imtive  tonjjue,  lie  has  written  in 
Kuglish:  a  teat  the  more  noteworthy  sime  this  is 
no  mere  transialion  of  the  Frencli  edition  bul  an 
entirely  new  and  distinct  cieation. 

••His  motives  ('(d.  Desjardins  thus  explains  in 
the  preface:  •Ilaviuf;  lirst  addressed  myself  to  my 
French  Canadian  compali'iots  to  peisuad<'  them 
how  nindi  detriuienlal  to  their  best  future  the 
XationalisI  cainpaii;n  was  sui-e  lo  be,  1  am  loilay 
layinjf  the  case  before  my  Kujilish  speakin>>  coun- 
trynipu,  at  the  urjjent  request  of  many  of  them. 
in  order  to  fully  ac(piaiut  them  with  the  refuta- 
tion I  have  nmde,  to  the  l»esl  of  uiy  ability,  of  .Mr. 
IJourassa's  ei-roiu'ous  theories  and  wild  char.nes 
affaiust  Kufjland  and  all  those  who  ])atriotically 
support  our  mother  country  in  the  }>real  struji^rle 
she  has  bad  to  waj;e  aftei-  doiiifi  all  she  possibly 
could  do  to  uiaiutain  the  peace  of  the  world. 

••  •!  ardently  desire  that  the  readinj;  of  the  fol- 
lowing- i)ajjes  will  contribute  to  the  restoration  of 
harnH)ny  and  aood-will,  for  a  while  endangered  by 
the  XationalisI  campaign,  in  our  wide  Dominion, 
to  whose  happiness,  i)rosperity  and  grandeur  we. 
of  both  English  and  French  origins,  uiust  devote 
onr  best  energies  and  all  Ihe  resources  of  our 
umvaverlng  patriotism.' 


••'I'lic  lioolv  ri)irsi>,|s  iiriivci'  Iniif  liiitidrcd  pajfcs 
iiiid  Iliirlv  riiiii-  cliiii.lcis  wliilc  ;i  oliiiicc  iil  (lie 
liil.li-  of  (•.inlciils  is  siillicicrK  cvidciicc  of  ils  lii-oad 
<iiill(>()l<  and  (•oiiiincliciisiw  cliiM-iictiM-.  If  it  wt^Vf 
only  for  ilic  cnKMi.ii.s,.  wiih  wl,i,.|,  ;,  num.  in  the 
•'vcnina  of  liis  days,  for  ilic  anilioi'  is  no  impulsive 
youlli,  lias  thus  aiicniptfd  to  point  the  pi.ili  of 
iliity  anil  ii-coii,!!,.  i|„.  two  -real  pi  ront  national- 
irics  of  till-  Dominion  this  work  is  v-ii  ..niitlcd  u, 
the  most  .irciKM-oiis  siippiirl  from  tiic  Knglish- 
s|K'aklnfr  piil.lii-  whirh  we  arc  sure  il  will  receive. 
"As  a  sampii  i,(  the  vvlioie  tenor  of  the  work 
let  ns  conciide  willi  a  si-niliiant  (|notalioii  from 
the  concliision  in  which  th,.  author  declares:  -We 
Canadians,  top.ther  with  lair  lire  hren  from  Aus- 
tralia. Xew  Zealand  and  South  Africa  will  have 
(lone  our  .gloiioiis  share  to  win  the  war.  We  shall 
have  t  .  iierform  with  (H|iial  devotion  the  new  diitv 
of  sharino  the  lirilish  Kinpire's  task  in  gradually 
elevatin-  'he  nations  to  an  enlishfened  practice  (if 
I'(ditlcal  Liirerty. 

'"Evidently  to  do  so  with  the  success  this 
iiohle  cause  will  deserve,  we  iiiusi  (IrsI  strive  to 
utilize  our  admirahle  free  institutions  to  ,iie  be.st 
advantages  for  ourselves,  for  our  own  future,  and 

for  the  {rrand  destinies  of  oni-  Empire • 

'  'ifore  than  ever  the  supreme  difficnities  of 
8'overninpr  numerous  racial  p-oups.  issued  from 
ancient  stocks  so  lono  divided  bv  endless  feuds— 
the  result  of  the  many  sudden  Chanjres  of  terri 
torial  limits  to  be  wrought  by  the  restoration  of 
l)eace-will  be  very  hard  to  settle  satisfactorily 
The  task  will  require  the  coiL-tant  effort  of  states- 
manship of  a  high  order. 


"  'JIiiii.v  of  lliosc  who  will  hciciillcr  1h'  tl'iiilu'fl 
!«  si'll-ffov'iiiiiH'iil  will  look  to  IIS  lor  ilicii-  jriiid- 
iincc.  We  iiiiisi  -/tvf  ilicin  iIm'  iiis|.ii-iii'-  (..\,i.|,|,|,. 
of  i'liir  pinv,  of  jiisdcc  for  mII.  of  iiniiy  of  |nii'i»os(> 
and  iisi(ii,iij.(iis  in  tlic  divcisiiv  of  clliiiical 
offsjjriiifjs. 

•"X  'cd  I  say  tlmi  Mii'  iiiosi  inyciit  duty  of  ii|| 
fair  minded  Ciinadiaiis  is,  and  will  cv.'i-  Im',  to 
heartily  join  to,i;cIh<T.  to  bless  our  dear  country 
with  (•oni'<yid.  j;ood  feelinjr.  Iiarinony  and  kindly 
dispositions  to  ^lant  an  overllowin<;  measure  of 
justice  to  all  our  coiintr,' men  of  all  oiij^ins  and 
creeds.'  " 


On  tlie  tilth  of  Ocioiier,  ihc -Qiirhir  Cliidiiirlr" 
had  first  reviewed  Colonel  Desjardiiis"  liook  a. 
follows: — 


-.  Most  1'atkiotii'  I'.ook. 

"Last  year  in  ihe  thick  of  the  Xalionalist 
campaign  carried  on  under  the  leadershij)  of  Mr. 
IJourassa,  a  very  stronj;-  defence  of  the  course  fol- 
lowed by  KiiKland  from  tlu'  very  first  day  of  the 
dii)loniatic  crisis  which  led  to  the  war,  and  long 
before,  was  made  by  one  of  our  leadiufi'  citizens, 
T.ieiit.C  (loiiel  L.  (J.  Desjardins.  The  comprehen- 
sive book  wliich  lie  published,  entitled:  "L'Anffle- 
terre,  le  Canada  et  La  (Jraiide  Cueri-e,"  met  with 
the  most  cordial  r"cei>tion  from  the  readinj;- public, 
very  much  pleased  ivi!  i  ihe  loyal  sentiments  it  c.v 
l)ressed.  the  streugi.  of  the  arjiunienls  in  refutiu}; 
the  tlieories  of  J!oura;  sisi  X.ilionalism.  the  sound- 


—  (i  — 


""'•■xs  of  (h..  |.iii.W|,|,.s  or  inlciiiiilion;,!,  as  well  as 
«"msiiiiiiioniPl  liiw.  it  .-xiHmii.l,.,!.  ai.,|  il„.  mill,  of 
"II  ilic  liist.Mi.al  fa.ls  i(  alliiMu..!  nii.l  (•oiimi..|it«.,| 

ll|HIII. 

-Til.,  <■vi.li.iil  pi-.H.r  iliai  Colon..!  Dcsjanjiiis' 
work  was  .•o,isi.|..,-,.,|  v.-iv  nvoiiI,  r..a.liiijr,' i<  ii,a| 
"".'  "i"l""-  l'i'«i  (..  issue  a  s..n,iM|  aii.j  nm..|i  lai-.T 

•"'"/;"'.  "'<•  lii'st  havinj;   l,,.,.„   ,,,|.i,llv  .-xhans 

"II Inn  ii  few  weeks. 

"Our  ii.il. I.MS  will  r-,.Miernl...r  how  liiv.iiiiaMv 

«  oL.Mel  l)..s,ja.-.liMs-  v.-rv  inipoiianl   I, <  was  re- 

v..-w..,l  ,M  oni-  .-ohiinns.  an.l  ihal  we  ..xpresse,!  the 
«ish  that  iiM  Knjriish  edition  shoul.i  l,e  |.iil.lis|,e.l 

"Sironjily  a.lvise.1  by  many.  Col.  I)..sjai-.lins 
las  answ..,-e,|  the  call  ina.le  to  his  |Mfri.,tism  ami 
Hit-*  .jiist  issiie.l  an  Kn<.|ish  edition  of  his  Look. 

"It  is  iiM.st  interesil,,}!  lea.li.is.  as  the  l„M)k 
deno,„„...s  with  force  the  .laiij;ero„s  purport  of 
Natn.nal  |).„.t,.i„,.,,  an.l  ,lefen.l>  Kn;.dan,l  a.nl  the 

l.nishlMn,.ireajrainst  the, -xtra vacant  asp<.,.si,,ns 
'"  'l'<;  -Vilionalist   l..a,l,.r.       I,  j,.|„,ilies  the  part 

'  ;'"""'"  '"  Pl'i.vin-  ill  the  won fnl  drama  wlii.h 

Mller  so  inany  vieissltmies,  is  at   last  .irawinjj  u, 
u'  .... I.v  .-lose  worthy  .,f  tl...  .naf.ni(i,...nt  .-ttoi-t  of 

'l'<'All.ednati.,nstosave,-lvili.atio.ifrom(!enimn 
autocratic  domination. 

"As  this  liook  is  entirely  his  own  .■o.niiosition 
olonel  I)esjar.lins.  ii,  ,he  r.ilro.l„ction  pravs  for 
the  kui.l  in.lnloenc,.  of  his  rea.lers  respe.-tinj-  the 
"""'''Mii.K-.v  of  his  cmiman.l  of  the  Knslish  laii- 
S-iaue.  It  woi.M.  however.  ten.I  a  -reat  .leal  to 
lie  I..II.I..-  w..al  if  niore  of  .„„•  writers  coul.l  use 
I-reiuh  an.  Kiifrlish  as  well  as  the  distisuished 
auth.ir  ol  "Kiifrlaii.l.  Canada  and  the  Great  \V..r  " 


"The  iiutlidi'  \v;is  wi-ll  iiilviscl  I   iiificlv 

ti-itnsliiiiii}r  Ills  I'lciiili  work,  lint   in   wi-iiin;.  aii 
<>ii;:iniil  Knulish  \,„i,k  <>m  i!i..  si <mI.jccI.  cover 

'"f"'   ""'   ••*'•' Il'-^IM.MS    Willi    III,.   ;i.|,|,|'io||;i|    ones 

(lcv.-lo|i..,l  liv  III,.  I,-,.,,,!    ,r,.v,.|iis.     II,.  wiiiii,..!  Iiis 

work  to  1.,.  iiiitodiii,..  ,111,1  i,;is  inil I  sii,c,.,.,l,.,|  in 

iiiiikiiij,'  il  so.  As  iin  cviilcn,-,.  of  ji,  wc  |)iirli,iil,ir 
l.v  rcfoinincnii  tli  ,liii|it.'rs  <.iiiitli.i|:  "Tlic  I  i 
IVii.'c  l'ro|«)sn|s.-  :in,|  -Tlii'  XiTcssiiiv  I  .;!,  > 
(•onditiot's." 

"Tlu-  ,-oii,-||.,|jliL;  |.;iriljiiii|.lls  ,>!  111,.  |>r,.r;„.,.  |„ 

♦  'oloncl  ,/i'sJiir,lins'  liook  r,.ii,l  ilms: 

■••n('(.|)|y  niov,.,|  l,y  III,.  ,|,iii«,.|soi  il  most  mis- 

•  hipvioiis  .iiinpiii-rn.  I  <-oMsi,l,.i(.,|  it  niy  lioninlcn 
fluty  to  <lo  my  niniosi  h>  |)n,v,.  Iniw  ntlcrlv 
wroiiK  were  tli,.  vie  wlii,|i  ihos,.  pmsiiiiiii  it  witii 
passiomit,.  ..iwr-y  .,i,nl,.,l  t.>  pievnil,  niidlo  show 
the  siid  coiisi'iinciicf.s  ii  was  snic  to  pro.lu,c. 

■•  ■Ilnvin};-  (list  iuhlrcsscl  m   .,.|r  i,,  my  l.'r,.|u.|i. 

*■""•"'''•"  '• Piitriols  lo  p,.rsiii   I  .  t|„.„i  |„„v  much 

lictrinientiil  to  their  liest  liitiiie  ihe  Xatioiialist 
(■iiinpiiiji-ii  was  sure  to  I.e.  I  am  to-day  laviii};  the 
(•use  liefore  my  Kiii-lish-spi.akiii-  (•onntryinen,  at 
(heiirueiit  re,|Mesi  of  mil ny  of  i  hem.  in  order  lo  liil- 
I.v  anpiaint  them  with  the  refiitati,.ii  I  have  inadu 
lo  the  hesi  of  my  aliiliiy.  of  .\|r.  IJonrassa's  errone- 
ous the,n-ies  ami  wil,l  cliarj-es  a.uaiiisl  Ku,!ilan(l, 
and  tliose  who  patriotically  support  our  .Alother 
("oiintry  in  the  -real  striiuii'l,.  she  has  had  lo  wajje 
after  doiii}-'  all  she  jiossibly  could  lo  maintain  the 
l)eace  of  the  worhl. 

•'  'I  ardently  (U'sire  tliai  the  readin-;  of  the  fol- 
lowiiiR  pajies,  will  contriliiiie  to  tlie  restoration  of 
hanii'ony  and  s-nod  will,  for  a  while  emlaimered  l.v 
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the  Xatioimli.t  campaign,  in  our  wide  Dominion, 

o  both  Kngi.,sh  ami  Frem-h  origins,  „„,.st  devote 
oui  best  energies  and  all  the  resources  of  our 
imwaveiing  imtriotism." 

"In  the  Introduction  to  Ids  English  worli 
Colonel  Desjardins  reproduces  the  tollowino  para- 
graphs froin  the  lette.-  prefacing  his  French  Lk, 
palrio's    '         '  ''   '*'  ^''  ^''••""■''■< '"""li''"  com- 

"  'This  bool<.  written  for  the  ex,,.-ess  purpose 
of  ass.st.ng  you  to  form  for  yourselves  a  souml 
opinion  about  the  terrible  events  so  rapidlv  ,le 

wl!!'""f '•?.".'  i'"""'"^  ^'^'  "'•^'  ^"y'^^'y  f"  '^^  Empire 
hose  ta.thlul  subje...  I  glory  to  be.  by  mv  devo- 

lon  to  C  anada  and  to  my  countrymen.  l,v  the  atl.r- 

laTdar™"'*'"'"''  "''  '''■'""■'  ^  ""'  '■'"'"'"''''  *"  '"•^' 

'"During  the   last    fifty  yeais.   either   as   -i 

private  or  as  an  officer  of  the  Canadian  Militia- 

my  service  as  such  having  lastf^d  nmre  than  fortv 

of'irTf'  '•  """"'"■  "^'  "'^  I'^'Si-'ative  Assembly 
of  the  I'rov.nce  of  Quebe.-,  ami  as  a  mend.er  of  the 
House  ot  ('ommons  of  Canada,  I  have  often  taken 
le  oath  Of  allegiance  to  the  Sovereign  of  Great 
B.itain  I  rom  my  early  youth.  I  had  learned  that 
under  the  a-gis  of  the  British  Crown,  the  citizen 
1  the  Empire  coul.l  he  true  to  his  oath,  and  enjoy 
the  p,e,,ous  liberty  of  expressing  his  opinion.  I'lu't 
I  had  also  soon  realised  that  during  the  lifetime  of 
a  Sovereign  State,  days  of  peril  might  oc'cur.  I 
had  easily  come  fo  the  coiK-lusion  that  in  those  trv 
i..g  moments  the  loyal  duly  could  be  very  happiiy 
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conciliatwl  witli  the  most  sincere  love  of  political 
liberty. 

"  'In  (lefendinjj  with  the  most  sincere  convic- 
tion the  sacred  canse  of  the  Allies,  I  am  dolnj;  my 
dnty  as  a  free  snbject  of  the  British  Empire,  as  a 
citizen  of  Canada  and  of  the  Province  of  Quebec, 
as  a  sou  of  France,  as  a  devoled  scrvaiil  of  .Iiisilc' 
and  Ui-rhl.     7  am  trne  to  my  oath."  •' 


On  October  12,  Dr.  Harper,  from  Qnebec, 
published  in  the  "Qurhrc  ('hnmivh"  the  followiiifr 
highly  favourable  api)reciation  of  Col.  Desjardins'' 
volume.     It  reads  thus:— 

"Were  we  Canadians  |)ossessed  of  a  tiHl  of 
ovei-|)raisinj.  our  literary  men,  outside  of  sectional 
impulses,  an  instant  welcome  would  certainly  be 
extended  to  Colonel  Desjardins'  latest  kiok,  which 
bears  the  title  of  "Eni-land,  Canada  and  the  (ireat 
AVar.-'     The  adage  that  a  "prophet  is  not  without 
honor,  save  in  his  own  country"  can  liardiv  be  aj)- 
plie<I  to  this  well-known  ex-member  of  parliament 
provincial  and  federal,  who  has  just  followed  uji 
his  first  volume,  written  in  l^^-encii,  bv  this  secoml 
volume  of  his,  written  in  Enslish.     The  Honne  En- 
tente movement,  but  for  its  interrui>tion  by  the 
war  was  successful  in  bringins  the  two  distinctive 
races  of  Canada  face  to  face  in  a  directly  friendly 
way  during  its  celebrations;  and  Col.  liesjardin's 
is  doing  much  the  same  thing,  in  s])ite  of  the  war, 
and  with  a  warm  ])atriotic  appreciation  of  what 
their  national  duty  towards  one  another  should  be, 
if  our  Canadianisni  is.  for  the  present  and  in  the 
future,  to  be  characterized  by  the  staying  powers  of 
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«  ')e.iefidi,I  national  unifv       ti.-        .- 
intended  to  l,e  exfondJ     1  '  '"■^''■'•'  ''^  "»t 

of  the  veteran  pul!    S        ?"'' '"''■"'•^'f'''''  '"evi^w 

especally  emphasise  is  'tiZT'  ^  '''""'*' 

anthor,  While  p,  i^  S'r  t"  '^^  '^"^  "^»"*« 
compatriots  in  a  tirst  ;,!,2  ^"/^*'"'-'^-^«"a^"an 
•^Peakin,  con-patriots T  i  u  ;7^  '"'^  ^"^'•"^ 
witten  in  French  mwI  H.i  !J  ''^"'"''  ^^^^  one 

etrec-t  that  there  ^.r;;- ^"^''^h,  to  the 

•stamlin^^andnati-on,!  .  ,  P^'manent  under- 
"»"  all  the  oCZe^riT'""'''''^'''''^^-^ 
their  homeland,  and  a  „,  i  r'' .'"'»'<•  f^anada 
dominion   for   then  sel  '    '""/"'".Vard  of  the 

large.  t"P'U•sel^e.^  and   their  country   at 

^nthhJI'MeMo,!.^'';!;';''  ""^'■■'^  l^'minanty 
"tiJi^inj,  the  idion  ^ot  .       .    ■'  ''T'"'^'''  '^^^i"  i" 
li^h,  stand  as  an  evil     '!."'',''  "'«'^^«^  Eng- 
Avhen  onee  these  t'^!''  "'  "'"^^  «""y  I'appen 
pftinallofnsr.^;  ;^^^^^^^^^^^^^      ^o™  «  parallel 
ing  a  solidarity  in  omilu        •■'"''""'  ''^  P'-^mot- 
""'1  the  same,  h/  J  ,1 '     "•"''''^^"•^'''P'  ««  «  one 
advancement  of  o  "• ,'    n?    '"'  '"'  "''•'^*  '"'^  fo'"  the 
l^e  has  jnst  pul  H  J^e  1  '■"""'*'"-^'-  '^^«  ^I'-me 

Canadian  ni  '  ^^  ^ "Z  "'';:"  ^'«  -^"'"-me 
1^'t  of  Canadian  litJ  ,"«;'";  '"^^-  ''  '"''"'^  ^ 
^''cholar  mar  sla.llv  livr  f  V  *'™''''  t^ana<li«u 
fel^.s  and  the' •,,;;;  ;'?-f- ;•- ii'>nu,^ 
from  which  it  has  h...,  ;.,'.!    """  '"•'"ting  hou 


lated 


las  l)ee 
onffivingi,  .si,(.j, 


ise 


issued  a^  to  be  congn,tu 


<^^onelDesin;„:;';r!i!™:.  J---d 


new  l)ooIc  carries  with 


it  its 
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ml^ir'^ru'"''""  "■*  •''  ™"""«  '^""able  for  any 
^  Inch  there  can  I,e  .,o  difference  of  opinio,,  jiamelv- 
thep^ofevo,,M..uefMnaaia„i.-o;.Mh^^ 

l.mp.,e  fully  equ,ppe<l  to  p,.oteft  its  Xational 
X^nity,  ,vhen  on.e  its  va.ious  pn.vinees  ,„  ke  u„ 
then-  n,.n.ls  to  stan.l  shonl.ler  to  .shoukle  t  the 
nnv'2."''  "P"«^''!"«-*'  ^-  -'-.  ho.;"r  ^^ 
n\jc  or  religious  aftaii's." 


The '-Daily  Tdc„n,,,ir  of  the  4th  of  October 
reneued  Colonel  Desj...di„s-  book  in  the  following 
eulog.,ous  ter,n.s.  calling  the  attention  of  its  readers 
to  ,t  by  an  editorial  note  :— 

'^vi^Z^  "*"""''""  "^'  "'"•  '■^''^•^"'•^  ''^  ^^rawn  to  the 
ait.rle  appearing  elsewhere  in  the  Telegraph  on 

ih is  .rtwf  "'  '  """'"'^  "'"'  '^'  ''''^'  ^Var." 
type  of  I  ren,-l,-t'a,iad,an  thought  which  does  not 
consider  ,„,pe,.ial  interests  as  necessarily  a,'^^ 
.-t.cto(-anadianisn..  Whether  one  may  o.^y 
not  ag.-ee  with  Colonel  Desjardins'  son.eXt 
"leal.s  ,c  attitu<le.  the  b.-ief  which  he  holds!  a^ 
nu  tedly  forcifully  pleaded.  Particularly  t^l^l 
..s  h.s  exconation  of  the  blight  of  Rounisair'' 
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Xatio.valist  Euuoius  Conlemxed. 
••A  very  „uj.oita..t  En«li.sh  .,„ok  is  publishcHl 

I'yMr.  I!o,„:ai;  "  'enanously  s„ppor,e<l 

"TIic  mideis 
iiioinlici-  tlic 


or  (he  Tek-iapli  ii.,  ,|o,il)t  r,>- 
^Also  reviewed  ,„ost  favo„,-a..ly  l.y  ,he  lea.l- 

p<.Ha..,.eve.o,>.„ent.ofthe;;:;'::i,:;;;r:i:;: 
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the  i..u^  of  M.  FreueU  book,  Ue  v..^  .i.ely  decided 

;   i  f  •"  "-ite  ou.  a.  E,.gli.sl,  one,  irrespeciw 
o   the  l-ren,.h  wording,  ,.ove.-in«  ih.  s.n.e  suLjec-.s 
'l<.sc...s.s,ng  ,he  same  questions.  bHM,in„  out  with 
equal  iom-  the  san.e  poin.s.  d.awM.j,   ,h  ■  ^  . 
coiiflusious. 

"After    pemsinKCoJonel    J)esja.-dins-    most 
.•lual.le  and  .nfei-e.stmj;  hook,  the  Tele«.a|.h  has 
.;.-h    pleas,M.e    in    eon^.-atuiatin,    hi,;;    .l..    , 
Uo«ledf.e  ami  eon.n.and  ol-,he  Knj^lish  lan-nao. 

K«.,e..swi,n,ea..,e,oJ„.,,Mo..tLn.se,ve;Z; 
Ie<dow...,uo,.uions,V..nUhei,^ 
<  "lonel  ]Jesjai-d,ns-  hook.     Dealing  with  th..  veved 

Pi-olonged  woH<I  .-Wsis  for  ,h.  'iif,  „,    „!  .^ 

^nn^n.herty,rhadt«,.onside,.conse..iptiouf<, 
he  double  standpoint  or  a  tmM.iti.eul,r(-a,,a 
'    <l  ot    ny  tn.i.tary  experience  acquired   i„   „„. 
'•ourse  ot  a  service  of  over  for(  v  vears 

"Most  stronsly  and  convinciuglv  opposed  lo 

he  „.W,tarisnt  of  the  atrocious  (ie-Lntl-e-t: 
-e  o    munan  ty-r  have  always  helieml-aud 

dn.     ?■'■;"';"""'  '  '''^'  """  ^"^'  "'-e  -^-' 
and  pnnnp..     ot  democratic  institutions,  that  the 

greatest   hoon   that  couI<l  he  srante.l  the   «Vr,^ 

wouhl  he  that  the  admirahle^^hr is  i,^    .al  " 

peaee  and  .oodwil,  amongst  men  .vo.id  pre  a    fo.' 

all    nnes,  and  .save  the  nations  from  the  cruel  obH 

jat,on   Of   keeping   them.selves    eonstani;   ^n   ^ 

armed  at  great  «>.,t  of  the  best  .vear.s  of  mLhoo; 
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and  treasure.  J!ut  i.nforlmialolv  it  lias  not  yet 
been  the  {food  luck  oi  luiin  to  reach  the  ffoal  of  this 
most  noble  ambition.  Inslead  of  a  steadv  advance 
m  the  rijfht  direction,  he  lias.  I,„-  the'last  lifly 
.rears,  experienced  a  most  dan-erous  set  l.acl<  l.'v 
thepredominatin};  influence  oKiern.an  militarisni 
developed  and  mastered  l.y  the  most  autocratic 
power  to  the  point  of  tlireateninj-  ih,.  iil.erties  of 
tlie  whole  world. 

"Xeed  I  say  that,  as  a  purely  philosophical 
question  ot  jirinciiile,  I  most  siucerelv  deplore  that 
the  political  state  of  the  worl.l  has  I.een.  ;,ud  is 
such  that  national  safety  canno.  !,e.  in  to.,  iiu.nv 
cases.  properly  assured  without  (he  law  of  tlie  land 
calling  ui)on  the  manhood  of  a  wuntrv  to  make  the 
sacrifice  of  part  of  the  liest  years  «f  enthusiastic 
.youth,  and  reciuirinff  from  the  nation,  as  a  collect- 
ive body,  the  exi)endi(ure,  to  an  untold  amount  for 
the  purpose  of  defence,  of  the  accumulated  sa vinos 
of  hard  work  and  intellij-ent  thrift. 

'•Fortunately  the  two  continents  of  America 
so  almndantly  blessed  l.y  Providence,  had  until" 
the  present  war,  been  able  to  pursue  their  i.rosper- 
ous  and  dignified  course  free  from  the  entansjle- 
nients  of  Euroi.cMu  .Militarism. 

"P:ven  England,  in  all  the  majesty  of  her  im- 
perial power,  her  flag  gloriouslv  waving  over  so 
many  millions  of  free  men.  i.rotected  as  she  was  bv 
the  waves  which  she  mled  with  grandeur  and 
Jfrace,  had  succeeded  in  avoiding  the  curse  of  con- 
tinental conscriptionism. 

"Between  permanent  conscriptiou,  d.  potical- 
ly  imposed  upon  a  nation  under  autocratic  rule 
and  temporary  military  compulsion  freely  accept- 


15  — 


ed  by  ii  nolilc  [jcojilc  for  tJic  v(>r\  pnqHise  of  snviiij; 
liiiiniiiiity  fi-oin  military  absolutisui,  there  is,  every 
one  must  admit,  a  wide  dift'erence.  1  liave  l)eeii.  I 
am,  and  will  be,  1<>  my  last  day,  the  uiicomproiiiis- 
iiig  opponent  of  anlocratic  conscription,  which  \ 
consider  as  a  ])ermanent  crime  aj;ainst  Christian 
civilization,  and  the  ready  instrnment  of  barbar- 
ous domination.  To  temiM)rary  comiadsion  T  af>ree, 
as  a  nnilter  of  patriotic  and  national  duty,  if  the 
circumstances  of  tlie  case  are  such  that  without  its 
timely  use,  my  country  which  has  the  first  and  un- 
doubted right  to  my  most  pa'triotic  devotion,  at  the 
cost  of  all  I  may  own  and  even  of  my  life,  for  her 
defence,  would  fall  (he  prey  to  des|>otisni  which 
would  bleed  her  to  death  to  sway 'the  world. 

"Sudi  is  the  ordeal  through  which  Canada,  the 
Th-itish  r  iijiire,  in  fact  mudi  tlie  fji'wtter  pait  of 
'the  universe  are  passinj?  with  torrents  of  bhmd 
shed  to  rescue  :Maidvlnd  from  tlie  domination  of 
(■erman  militarism. 

"If  (iermany  could  have  her  course  free ;  if  she 
couhl  readi  the  ju'oal  of  her  criminal  ambition, 
nearly  the  whole  world  would  be,  for  numy  lor 
.vears,    in    the    throes    of    the    most    abominal)  -. 
conscripti(mism. 

"If  after  the  enthusiasm  of  voluntary  military 
servic*'  lias  exhausted  itself  from  the  very  success- 
ful resnlt  of  its  i>atriotic  effort,  is  it  not  a  duty 
for  all  loyal  citizens  to  accept  temporary  compul- 
sion to  save  their  countiy  from  the  horrors  of  de- 
feat at  the  hands  of  the  most  cruel  enemy  which 
has  ever  shanu'd  the  liffht  of  the  sun,  since  it 
shines  over  the  human  race  blessed  Avith  Christian 
principles  and  moral  teachinjis? 
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'■|<>   IIk'   |)1(.s(.iiI    ;;eii(.i-iili()ii   of   vouiij;   men, 

stroi.jr.  l.oi.Kliy.  I.n.v...  lot  us  say:  Ik-  wortLvof  the 

liiiics  you  live  in.  I«.  ,.,,ual  to  l|,o  {.reat  task  iiu- 

l>os...l  upou  you.  a(rei)t  with  n.iflinchinjr  imti-iotiN,,! 

(he  sacnd.cs  you  in-?  .-allcl  upon  to  niako,  never 

loi-jrettiM-    that    tcuii)on.iT   compulsi.ni    for   you 

means  li-ee,lc.iii  fi-oni  perinaru-nt  conscript io„ 'fo,. 

•'"'"■  •■''il'l'-''"  ■' chil(lren-s  children  in  vears  to 

come. 

"It  is  from  the  very  height  of  such  loftv  ctm- 
sHlerations  that  I  have  made  up  n.v  miml  alnnit 
tins  niucii  ve.ve.l  question  which  will,  we  must  all 
earnestly  hope.  l,e  more  and  more  well  understoml 
iin.'  eventually  settle<l  to  the  everlasting  }j,kk1  of 
liie  country  on.'e  for  all  delivered  from  the  exas- 
perating menace  of  Cerman  despotism" 

"If  may  I.e  truly  said  that  the  brief  "lor"  was 
never  so  elenrly  and  so  s'tr<»,  gly  explained,  with 
■■^nch  a  di-,ulleil  lanfruase  and  considered  from 
such  a  coinniandinft  standpoint. 

"The  "loyalty"  question  is  verv  often  sadlv 
misconstrued.  Let  us  now  read 'how  Colonel 
Desjardins  explains  it.  In  his  letter  dedicatim;- 
his  I.rench  hook  to  his  French-C\',na<lian  com- 
l)atrio' 


he  wrote  as  folk 


"This  1,00k.  written  for  the  express  purpose  of 


assisting- you  to  form  for  yourselves 


ion  about  the  terrible  events 


a  soui  d  opin- 


so  rapidly  developinj 


was  inspired  by  my  loyalty  to  the  Empire,  whose 

arthtul  subject  I  glory  to  be,  by  my  devotion  to 

(  aiiada,  and  to  my  countrymen,  bv  the  affectionate 


recollection  of  Prance  I 


I  cherii^h 
fifty  year! 
or  an  as  officer  of  the  Caiiadia 


"Di'-ing  the  last  fiftN 


to  my  last  day. 
either  as  a  pi'lva'te 
Militia — mv  serv- 
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ice  as  such  having  lasted  nearly  foi-ty  years—as 
a  member  of  the  Legislative  Assembly  of  the  Prov- 
ince of  Qiieltec,  and  as  a  memlier  of  the  House  of 
Commons  of  Canada,  I  have  often  taken  liie  oath 
allegiance  to  the  Sovereign  of  (Jreat  IJrilain. 
Trom  my  earliest  youth,  1  had  learned  that  under 
the  aegis  of  the  IJritish  Crown,  the  citizen  of  the 
Empire  could  be  true  to  his  oath,  and  enjoy  the 
precious  liberty  of  expressing  his  opinion.  JJut  I 
had  also  soon  realized  tha't  during  the  lifetime  of 
a  Sovereign  State,  days  of  jjcril  might  iKcur.  I 
had  easily  come  to  the  conclusion  that  in  lliose  try- 
ing moments  the  loyal  duty  could  l)e  very  liappily 
conciliated  with  the  most  s.'ncere  love  of  i)()litical 
liberty. 

'•In  defending  with  the  most  sincere  convic- 
tion the  sacred  cause  of  the  Allies,  I  am  .ioing  my 
duty  as  a  free  sul)ject  of  the  I?ritish  Empire,  as  ii 
citizen  of  Canada  and  of  the  Province  of  Quebec, 
as  a  devoted  servant  of  Justice  and  Right.  I  am 
true  to  my  oath." 

"Such  noble  words  indeefl  make  refreshing 
reading.  Xo  woiuler  that  with  such  a  high  stand- 
ard of  patriotic  loyalty.  Colonel  Desjardins  niis 
.shocked  at  the  violent  r.ttertinces  of  tlie  Xationalist 
school,  and  valiantly  took  'the  cudgels  against  dis- 
guised enemies  of  Er.gland  and  shameless  (German 
^'ympathizers,  wilfully  abusing  among  us  their 
liberties  to  poison  the  public  mind  against  the 
cau.se  so  dear  to  all  true  Canadian  loral  hearts. 

"Colonel  Desjardins'  book  should  be  widely 
circulated  all  over  the  Dominion,  Oreat  Britaiii 
and  the  United  States.    We  are  sure  it  will  be  read 
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with  (lolifflK.       It   ,.oi,u's  „t    111,,   most   oppoi-l.uK. 
iMonuMit.  iis  I  he  IV.i-otcIlor  of  the  Kriiiid  virion-  al 

last  looiiiiiifilarK.' ,.11(1  iM-illii,,,,  on  111,.  Ii«-r.)iciiili..,l 
nations'  lioi-izon.'" 


'''•1  th,'  lilil,  of  (>,.t„|„.|..  Ill,,  -dhhr".  „r  Tor- 
out,),  iml)lislu',l  the  f,)l|o«injr  r{,.vi,.w  oC  Colon,-! 
I)esjaf,lins'  volnni,..  Ci-oni  lli,.  |),.n  of  Jolin  Stpiaii'. 
Esq.,  one  of  tli,.  most  .lisiin-iiisl,,..!  I'lolVssoi-s  of 
tlio  ffix-al  and  miown,.,!  rniv,.rsiiy  of  Toi-onto:— 

"A  new  l)o,)k  in  KiifrJisli  t-ntitliHl.  -Kn-rland 
Cainula  an,l  the  (iicat  War",  liy  Li,'ut.C,)|.  L.  <;.' 
J>esjnr,lin.s  of  (in,.|,e,-,  has  just  appi.aicd.  It  will 
appeal  to  all  hnal  Canailians  as  a  vijfomis  ex- 
l>ositi,)n  of  the  part  the  ISi-itish  Knipire  has  ph.yi.,1 
in  the  war  fi',)ni  the  inoment  that  the  ICn-lish  (iov- 
ernmeut  espoused  the  cause  of  15elj;iuui  and 
France  to  the  j.resent  (  up  to  nii,l-Sei>tenilH.r )  .,vh,'n 
a  victory  ;■,  v  the  Kntent,.  AIli,.s  seems  assuivd. 

"The  chief  motive  of  the  woi-k  was  the  indigna- 
tion of  (^ol.  Desjardins  at  the  constant  effort  of 
Mr.  Henri  I'.ourassa  to  persuade  his  Fren.OiCana- 
dian  compatriots  that  their  participation  in  the 
war  was  wroiij:.  Day  in  an,l  ,li,y  out  from  .\ujjust, 
1!»14,  until  the  ,'ensor  caus,.,l  s.mie  interrupticm  \o 
his  activity.  Mr.  IJourassa  lal)ore,l  to  mislead 
Canadians  by  rea,Iiiij--  our  hisiorv  wron-lv.  l.v 
shuKleriiiK  KiiKland  an.l  by  false  political  ivason- 
ing.  Thej  ■  are  many  indications  now  in  the  jiress 
and  else'  here  that  his   Xationalist  propaganda 


has  not  met  with  the 


suc'ess  he  had  hoiM'd  for,  and 


a  share  of  this  failure  is  due  to  the  sturdy  def 


ense 
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of  En(;lan(l,  her  institutions,  antl  her  jwilicy  which 
lias  iK^en  oft'erwl  l»y  arllor  woi'lis  in  Frcnrh  from 
th(>  |H>n  of  Col.  Dcsjardins. 

"Th(>  preposterous  niisreadiii};  of  ('onslitiitit)n- 
al  history  l)y  Mr.  Uourassa.  liy  whicli  he  aiteni|iteil 
to  jd-ove  that  soh'nin  en}ra>{einen!s  between  Knj;- 
land  and  Canada  made  Canadian  participation  in 
Kngland's  war  revolutionary,  is  tliorou);lily  ex- 
posed. Another  favorite  theory  of  ilr.  Uourassa, 
namely,  that  Kngland  is  just  as  had  as  (ieruniny, 
also  receives  attention  from  Col.  Desjardius.  l?y 
a  penetrating  and  sympathetic  analysis  of  the  his- 
tory of  lOnffland's  home,  colonial  and  foreign  policy 
he  shows  t'lat  EnjAuind  has  constanty  s'triven  to 
keep  \yei\ve  in  the  world  and  to  extend  the  Iilessings 
of  industry  and  commerce.  She  has  not  had  a  larne 
standing  army  like  (Jermany.  The  only  means  of 
defense  which  was  made  am])le  and  strong  was 
the  navy,  and  this  because  she  was  an  island.  The 
charge  of  Mr.  ISourassa  that  English  mil  itarism  is 
of  all  the  instruments  of  brutal  (h)mination  the 
most  execrable  by  reason  of  her  strong  navy,  is 
.shown  to  be  mere  empty,  ill-natured  talk. 

The  lucubrations  of  Jlr.  Uourassa  regarding 
the  origin  of  the  war  are  also  criticized.  It  is 
absurd  to  speak  of  England's  jealousy  of  i(Jer- 
many's  advances  in  trade  and  commerce  as  a  cause 
of  the  war.  There  is  no  proof  that  England  wished 
to  dominate  the  world  economically.  Whether 
right  or  wrong,  the  majority  of  Englishmen  had 
refused  to  close  the  door  on  German  trade.  The 
way  of  the  sea  was  as  open  to  Germany  and  to  all 
others  as  to  EnglLshmen. 
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••Xor  does  I'ol.  Desjiudins  ov«'i-l(K,k  .Mi'  lUmv- 
nssa-s  coiwhiiif  us«  «f  insulting,  lan^niaK..  wIumi 
Nl)eakinB  „|-  Kn^Waii.l.      KiiKlishnu.,,  „r..  ,l<.,li,r.',l 
by  him  to  1m.  "iBMoiaiil.  picioniions.  iin-oK'aMt 
^*holt.siKht(Ml.  (loiniiHHiiii^..  aii<l  n.tt,.M  with  nier- 
(•«utili.s„i."       II„w«.v..i-.  iH  this  ,■,.«,„.,-(  no  luilioM 
fares  much  lK>tt..r,  mih-ss  it  l«.  (i.-niiaiiv,  at  the 
hands  of  Mr.  Hotirassa.     The  Vaniiws  l.iivc  vj.vs 
also  and  Canadians  aic  worse  than  Kiifrlishnifn 
for  thev  havi-  ••al.dicatcd  thp  |)roud  chaiact..!-  and' 
the  ppimonlial  liphts  of  the  Hiitish  i)<>oi)I(.."    Onr 
brave  soldiers,  too.  are  soundlv  Iterated  l),v  Mr 
IJourassa.     Ife  speajis  of  theni  as  "a  depraved  an.! 
undisciplined   sohlieiy,   an   arme<l   sconiidrelisni 
without  faith  or  law."  And  this  is  f.„n.  him  whose 
object  was  jriveii  out  to  be  to  raise  the  tone  of 
journalism ! 

"«ut  not  all  the  Itook  is  occupie.l  with  the  re- 
fut.ition  of  Mr.  Bourassa's  errois.  There  Is  in  it 
also  a  large  amount  of  information  regarding 
hom<  and  forei<-ii  questions,  and  much  interestiii"' 
reflection  on  proltlems  of  our  own  jwlitics  or  those 
ot  our  neifthbors.  The  chapters  on  rn.perialism 
are  of  this  sort.  For  Col.  IVsjardins  not  all  Ini- 
p  inalism  is  bad.  There  may  be  jjood  kinds  of  it 
We  find  such  in  the  Eiifrllsh  and  American  va-ities 
where  great  advantage  lias  resulte<l  from 


tension  and  consolidation  of 


the 


ex- 


power.     Our  author 


regai-ds  our  own  Canadian  confederation  of  is*;- 


a.s  the  "first  real  a 


ttempt"  at  Tmi>erialism  in 


country.      And  he,  unlike  sonie'vationalists  of 

Quebec,  considers  that  it  has  had 

success." 


■much  laudable 


—  21  — 

"III  i'<>;;iir(l  In  llic  nvmi  iiiicslioii  of  iiiilitiii-isiii, 
Col.  I>esj;ii-(lins  is  "inosl  slroiijflv  iiiid  coiivinciiifrly 
<)  '|)os(><l  (o  (lie  ali'ocidiis  (icriliilli  l.v|><'  --tlic  ciii-sc 
of  liiiiiiiinil.v.  .  .  Tlic  Kicati'sl  Itooii  llial  could 
l»p  tjraiitcd  the  woi-ld  would  Im'  that  lli<>  adinii-alile 
Christian  law  oC  pcaco  and  p;(>'>d  will  aiiioii);st  iiumi 
should  prevail  I'oi-  all  tiliic."  Ami  lie  Ii<i|h-s  that 
after  victory  for  (lie  allies  will  come  a  peace  which 
shall  i;uaraiitee  a  tranquility  not  Iiaswl  on  ai-ined 
force. 

''To  close,  the  writer  desires  to  recoiiuueiid  to 
all  Canadians  this  ehxpieiit  and  di$;iiitied  ixpres- 
sion  of  loyalty  and  ffood-will  to  Canada  and  the 
Itri'tish  Empire.  II  is  a  I)ook  free  from  rancor  and 
])artisansliip.  Mniether  the  reader  he  Catholic  or 
Protestant,  Conservative  or  Lilteral.  he  will  find 
nothing  in  it  to  otl'eiid  and  a  p-eat  deal  to  instruct 
and  edify." 

.rOIIX  SQCAIH. 
rniversilv  of  Toronto. 


Many  oilier  Editorials  and  Reviews  could  Ik* 
added  to  the  forejioiii};'  from  botb  the  Eiifilisli  and 
the  French  I'ress,  all  written  in  the  same  highly 
ai)preciative  manner  of  Colonel  Desjardius'  most 
imimrtant  and  patriotic  book. 


